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On April 20, 2026, a bipartisan group of lawmakers introduced the Medicare Advantage Improvement Act of 2026 (H.R. 8375/S.
4384), which would implement significant reforms to the Medicare Advantage (MA) program. The bill responds to longstanding
concerns that MA plans may delay or deny medically necessary care, particularly post-acute services such as skilled nursing,
through extensive use of prior authorization requirements and retroactive payment denials.

The bill would impose new utilization management standards, including 72-hour turnaround times for standard prior
authorization requests, 24-hour timelines for expedited prior authorization requests and appeals, and real-time determinations
for certain routine services. The bill would also prohibit MA plans from applying coverage criteria that are more restrictive than
traditional Medicare, and would bar retroactive payment denials following prior authorization approval. Additional provisions
would require timely payment of claims, mandate that medical necessity determinations be made by appropriately qualified
clinicians, and establish a compliance and accountability framework that ties financial penalties and public reporting to a plan’s
authorization and claims practices.
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