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General Contractors, real estate owners, and developers will have recourse when Construction inspections have been the subject
of significant delays in the post-pandemic construction and development arena. Relief is now on its way. Governor Phil Murphy
recently signed into law Senate Bill 3014/ Assembly Bill A573, which provides for expedited construction inspections under the
Uniform Construction Code.

The new law revises the process for construction inspections, implements a new expedited timeline, and provides owners,
general contractors, and others with the right to use private inspectors when a public agency does not timely act. The following
procedures must be followed:

The owner/general contractor must provide twenty-four hours’ written notice to the enforcing agency that the work is
ready for inspection. Thereafter, the enforcing agency is required to perform the inspection within three business
days;

If the enforcing agency is unable to meet the deadline, the owner/general contractor may elect to contract with an
authorized private inspection agency following written notice to the enforcing agency;

At the end of the project, the enforcing agency shall provide the owner/general contractor with a fee reconciliation, if
warranted, for the cost of the private inspection.

The intent of the new law is to provide for the timely inspection of construction projects and to speed up the construction
process by permitting private inspection agencies to supplement government inspections. The Commissioner of the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs (“Commissioner”) has the authority to compel compliance or issue penalties when an agency

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/_k6XC5ylX0fZ413ZTGVh-h?domain=t.e2ma.net


does not meet its obligations. Each public agency is permitted to enter into shared service agreements with other municipalities
or contract with private inspection agencies authorized to perform inspections. Municipal construction officials must also submit
an annual report to the Commissioner detailing compliance with the code. The new law also grants the Commissioner the power
to compel enforcing agencies to report their failure to meet deadlines.

The new law revises the process for construction inspections which has long contributed to delays and increased project costs
during periods of intense construction activity. Now, private inspectors certified by the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs can be used to supplement the limited supply of public inspectors. These changes should aid in keeping construction
projects and developments on track.

If you have any questions about this alert, please contact: 

Rose A. Suriano, Esq., Member, Litigation Practice, at rsuriano@bracheichler.com or 973-403-3129

Robyn K. Lym, Esq., Associate, Litigation Practice, at rlym@bracheichler.com or 973-403-3124

About Brach Eichler LLC

Brach Eichler LLC, is a full-service law firm based in Roseland, NJ. With over 80 attorneys, the firm is focused in the following
practice areas: Healthcare Law; Real Estate; Litigation; Trusts and Estates; Corporate Transactions & Financial Services; Personal
Injury; Criminal Defense and Government Investigations; Labor and Employment; Environmental and Land Use; Family Law;
Patent, Intellectual Property & Information Technology; Real Estate Tax Appeals; Tax; and Cannabis Law. Brach Eichler attorneys
have been recognized by clients and peers alike in The Best Lawyers in America©, Chambers USA, and New Jersey Super
Lawyers. For more information, visit www.bracheichler.com.

This alert is intended for informational and discussion purposes only. The information contained in this alert is not intended to
provide, and does not constitute legal advice or establish the attorney/client relationship by way of any information contained
herein. Brach Eichler LLC does not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, usefulness or adequacy of any information contained
herein. Readers are advised to consult with a qualified attorney concerning the specifics of a particular situation.
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