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On May 18, 2026, the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (DHHS) announced a restructuring of its Office for Civil
Rights (OCR), DHHS’s law enforcement agency that oversees laws protecting civil rights, conscience and religious freedom, and
health information privacy and security (HIPAA and 42 CFR Part 2 regulations). OCR is now divided into three distinct divisions:
the Civil Rights Division, the Conscience and Religious Freedom Division, and the Health Information Privacy, Data, and
Cybersecurity Division.

As to data privacy and security, according to the announcement, “[t]he intake and processing of complaints filed with OCR and
the review of reported breaches of unsecured protected health information will continue to be handled through an Enforcement
Division that supports centralized intake and field office execution.” We expect further information about the reorganization
through a notice to be published in the Federal Register in June.
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